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6) ^ Claim(s) 9-14 is/are rejected. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 9 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Flom et al. 
(US Patent # 4,641,349) in view of Cambier et al. (US Patent # 6,532,298). 

[Claim 9] 

Flom et al. teaches an iris camera module (figures 8-10) comprising an image pickup optical 
system (82, 82a 76, 74) for picking up an image of the iris of a user (col. 8 lines 1-14, col. 8 lines 
25-40) and a target optical system including a target screen (target screen 71 shown in figure 8 
and also shown a viewing screen 86 for the iris camera 84 in figure 9) for displaying a target for 
aligning the eye of the user (col. 8 lines 10-40, col. 8 lines 64-68, col. 9 lines 27-41, col. 9 line 
59- col. 10 line 2, col. 10 lines 15-28, figures 9 and 10). 

Flom et al. fails to teach wherein the target optical system and the image pickup optical 
system are integrated onto a common substrate. 

However Cambier teaches a compact, handheld imaging apparatus, which can be used to 
capture iris images for identification of a person. Cambier further teaches a housing material of 
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element 700 as depicted in Fig. 9A is a common substrate to the image pickup optical system and 
the target optical system. Further, the telephone 575 depicted in Fig. 9A is a common substrate 
to the image pickup optical system and the target optical system (col. 13 lines 19-44, also shown 
that the imager and phone circuitry 870 being encased within the device 800, figures 9b-9d) 
[Examiner notes that Applicant has never defined what the common substrate is in the 
specification. In particular, Examiner notes that the support of this claim is derived from 
substrate 50 illustrated in Figs. 2 and 10 of the instant invention, however, there is no discussion 
as to what substrate 50 is. Furthermore, the term substrate as is commonly used in the art refers 
to electrical components etched on a material like silica. Lenses and other optical components 
cannot be integrated on a substrate. Therefore, the term substrate as used in the specification 
refers to a housing or any base material on which the image pickup optical system and the target 
optical system are mounted]. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Flom and Cambier, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have the target optical 
system and the image pickup optical system integrated onto a common substrate in order to have 
a compact, handheld imaging apparatus which can be used to capture good quality iris images for 
identification of a person. 
[Claim 10] 

Cambier discloses an iris camera module according to claim 9, wherein the image pickup optical 
system includes an infrared illuminating section for irradiating an infrared ray onto the eye (e.g., 
element 130 of Fig. 8; column 4, lines 25-57); an image pickup section for picking up the image 
of the iris by detecting the infrared ray reflected on the eye (e.g., element 105 of Fig. 8); and an 
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image pickup optical section for guiding the infrared ray reflected on the eye to the image pickup 
section (e.g., element 110 of Fig. 8), and further wherein the target optical system includes: a 
target optical section for guiding the image of the target on the target screen to the eye (e.g., 
element 120 of Fig. 8; column 4, lines 52-62). 
[Claim 11] 

In regards to claim 1 1 see Examiner's notes on the rejection of claim 10. Examiner notes that 
Cambier discloses another embodiment for implementing the imager 101 as depicted in Fig. 2B 
wherein it is well within the skill of one skilled in the art to select one of the two functional 
equivalents of Fig. 2B or Fig. 8. As such, the image pickup optical section and the target optical 
section include a common half mirror (e.g., element 121 of Fig. 2B) for reflecting to guide the 
infrared ray reflected on the eye to the image pickup section and guiding the image of the target 
screen on the target screen to the eye without reflecting the image. 
[Claim 12] 

In regards to claim 12 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 1 1 . Examiner notes that it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to have placed element 122 where elements 
1 1 1 and 106 are located in Fig. 2B and vice versa, since it has been held that rearranging parts of 
an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In reJapikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

Further, Examiner notes that it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to have 
placed element 122 where elements 1 1 1 and 106 are located in Fig. 2B and vice versa, since it 
has been held that a mere reversal of essential working parts of a device involves only routine 
skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 
[Claim 13] 
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Cambier discloses an iris camera module according to claim 9, wherein the target optical system 
includes a screen illuminating section for illuminating the target screen (e.g., element 130 of Fig. 

8)- 

[Claim 14] 

Cambier discloses an iris camera module according to claim 10, wherein the image pickup 
section further includes an image pickup element for picking up the image of the iris (e.g., 
element 105 of Fig. 8); a storage for storing a reference iris information (e.g., element 530 of Fig. 
8; column 12, lines 58-60); and a comparator section for comparing an information based on the 
image of the iris picked up by the image pickup section with the reference iris information to 
output the comparison result as to whether matching is obtained (e.g., element 500 of Fig. 8; 
column 12, lines 50-52). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7, 17, and 19-21 are deemed allowable over the prior art of record. See the 
reasons for allowance in the Office Action mailed on June 18, 2004. 

5. Claims 15 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The reasons for allowance for claim 15 is substantially similar to the reasons for 
allowance for claims 7, 17, and 19-21. 

7. In regards to claim 16 the prior art of record does not disclose nor fairly suggest the 
combination of limitations recited in claim 16 and the claims from which it depends wherein the 
image pickup section includes an image pickup element for picking up the image of the iris, a 
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connector section for coupling an external circuit detachable from the image pickup section, 
wherein the external circuit includes a storage for storing a reference iris information, and a 
comparator section for comparing an information based on the image of the iris picked up by the 
image pickup section with the reference iris information to output the comparison result as to 
whether matching is obtained. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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